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Documentation of Global Heritage

The documentation of global heritage is a cornerstone of the Creative Technologies Lab’s research and
innovation, resonating across multiple disciplines to create a richer and more interconnected understanding of
cultural and historical narratives. It bridges the past and the future by preserving the richness of history, cultural
diversity, and natural landscapes for future generations. Far from being confined to archives or museums, this
effort intersects with cutting-edge technological advancements, such as the exploration of the narrational
qualities of emerging technologies. By leveraging these tools, we develop innovative methods to tell the stories
of our shared heritage, making history accessible and engaging for contemporary audiences.

At the same time, the development of site-specific installations plays a pivotal role in the dynamic interpretation
of heritage. These installations not only rejuvenate historical and cultural sites but also provide a contemporary
lens through which to engage with the past. By integrating interactive and immersive elements, they deepen
the layers of meaning associated with heritage, fostering a stronger sense of community connection and
ownership. This approach transforms heritage into a living, evolving experience, aligning with broader societal
goals to enhance cultural awareness and well-being.

Heritage documentation also serves as a catalyst for societal impact, acting as a shared platform for promoting
cross-cultural understanding and collaboration. By preserving and sharing the narratives of diverse cultures and
communities, we contribute to a deeper appreciation of global diversity and build bridges of empathy and
cooperation. These efforts underscore the role of heritage as a unifying force that inspires innovation,
strengthens societal bonds, and reinforces cultural continuity.

Collaboration with the CIE – Center for International Heritage Activities

The ongoing collaboration between the Creative Technologies Lab and the Center for International Heritage
Activities (CIE) represents a shared commitment to redefining how heritage is perceived in contemporary
society. Together, we seek to challenge traditional views of cultural heritage, exploring new perspectives on its
preservation, representation, and relevance in today’s rapidly changing world. By focusing on the intersection of
technology, storytelling, and design, this partnership creates innovative pathways to make heritage accessible,
engaging, and meaningful across diverse contexts.

CIE’s work is grounded in a participatory, community-centered approach to heritage. With a strong emphasis on
co-creation and inclusive dialogue, CIE supports communities around the world—particularly those recovering
from conflict or disaster — in safeguarding their heritage and using it as a tool for resilience, peace-building, and
sustainable development. Through educational programs, site documentation, and cultural policy advising, CIE
facilitates long-term local engagement while also fostering international exchange. The organization leads
training initiatives, organizes cross-cultural heritage projects, and contributes to global discussions on ethics,
capacity-building, and community empowerment. Their projects span tangible and intangible heritage and
reflect a belief that heritage work must be grounded in social justice, human rights, and collaborative learning.
As such, CIE operates as both a knowledge hub and a field-based actor, bridging theory and practice in heritage
documentation and activation.

A cornerstone of this collaboration is the digital preservation of cultural heritage, using advanced tools
such as 3D scanning, immersive media, and digital archiving. These technologies enable the creation of highly
detailed records of artifacts, spaces, and traditions, safeguarding cultural assets for future generations while
expanding global accessibility. The goal is not only to protect heritage but also to reimagine how it can be
experienced, allowing students, researchers, and the public to explore cultural history in interactive and
thought-provoking ways.

In addition to preservation, the partnership focuses on the development of immersive and interactive
installations that bring heritage narratives to life. Through the integration of technologies like augmented
reality (AR), virtual reality (VR), and responsive systems, these installations transform museums, public spaces,
and virtual environments into dynamic, engaging experiences. They foster deeper connections to cultural
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identity and encourage dialogue that bridges cultural and historical divides, making heritage more relatable and
impactful for contemporary audiences.

A significant emphasis is also placed on site-specific projects, blending design, architecture, and storytelling
to reflect the unique cultural and geographical contexts of heritage sites. These projects create immersive,
place-based experiences that highlight the dialogue between space, art, and audience. By situating heritage
within its authentic environment, the partnership ensures that its historical and cultural significance is both
honored and reinterpreted for modern engagement.

Through these initiatives, the collaboration between the Creative Technologies Lab and the CIE seeks to build
meaningful connections between the past, present, and future. Together, they leverage interdisciplinary
innovation to ensure that heritage remains a vital and dynamic part of collective memory and identity. By
combining academic research, technological expertise, and cultural advocacy, the labs aim to foster sustainable
stewardship of cultural diversity, bridging the gap between tradition and innovation. This partnership inspires
new ways to engage with and learn from the past, creating transformative experiences that resonate across
generations and cultures.

Past events:
Digital Heritage Futures, hybrid CIE Webinar, Nov. 17., 2025

Global Heritage Symposium, hybrid CIE Webinar, Nov. 6., 2024
See also this article: Article: Kulturelles Erbe erhalten und weitergeben
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